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II. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
II. INTRODUCTION 
 
The Regional Board of Investments (RBOI) is the agency responsible in the promotion and generation of 
investments. It also grants incentives to qualified investors engaged in projects that boosts economic 
activities in the region. The agency is geared towards increasing investment and employment 
generation. These projects are expected to bring about gainful employment, provide income for the 
people of ARMM, address security issues and most importantly sustain the economic growth of the 
region. 
 
II. a. INVESTMENT GENERATION 
 

(Table 1.) 2015 Annual Target vs. Actual Accomplishment 

Performance 
Indicator (MFO7) 

Annual 
Target 

Actual 
Accomplishment 

Percentage of 
Accomplishment 

Remarks 
 

No. of applications 
approved/evaluated 

16 16 100% 8 evaluated  
8 approved 

Value of 
Investments 
Generated 

Php700 M Php6.579B 939% Exceeded 
target by 

Php5.879B 

Jobs Created 700 4,894 699% Exceeded 
target by  

4,194 
 
In 2015, the agency has evaluated  and approved 8 applications for RBOI registration with a combined 
project cost of Php 6.5 billion with total jobs created of 4,894. The eight (8) firms approved and 
registered by RBOI are Tawi-Tawian Petroleum Trading Corporation, Chan C Mining Incorporated, 
Lamsan Power Corporation, DS3 Fuels Tanking and Services Inc., Al Sahar Agri Ventures, Inc., 
Maguindanao Energy Farms Inc., Matling Industrial and Commercial Corporation and Southsea Industrial 
and Commercial Corp. 
 

ό¢ŀōƭŜ нΦύ /¸ нлмн ǘƻ  нлмр - wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ Wƻōǎ DŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ    

YEAR 
TOTAL  INVESTMENTS 

όtƘǇΩлллύ 
JOB GENERATION 

2012 569 M 1,016 
2013 1.463 B  1,743  
2014 3.867 B 3,433 
2015  6.579  B 4,894 

TOTAL 12.478B 11,086 
 

A total of Php12.478 billion worth of investment projects have been poured in the region since the start 
of the Hataman Administration in 2012 up to the present year 2015  and  recorded a total job 
generation of 11,086. 
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II. b. MONITORING OF REGISTERED FIRMS    
 
This 2015, the agency has monitored 26 firms per quarter or total  monitoring activities of 104 in the 
whole year. ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊƳǎΩ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 
registration and policies promulgated by the Board. 
 

Table (3) 2015 Annual Targets vs. Actual Accomplishment 

Performance Indicator (MFO-7) Annual 
Target 

Actual 
Accomplishment 

Percentage of 
Accomplishment 

 

Firms Monitored  26 26 100% 

Incentives Monitored/ 
Supervised/Dispensed 

8 13 162% 

No of Inter-agency/Industry 
Linkages/Investments/  

Consultations Conducted  

4 12 300% 

 
Thirteen (13) incentives/services were dispensed to three (3) RBOI registered firms this 2015.These 
incentives are in the forms of Income tax holidays,   equipment importation, genetic materials 
importation and issuance of certificate of good standing.  
 

II.c. INVESTMENT PROMOTION ACTIVITIES  
 
II. c.1. The ARMM Investment Priorities Plan (IPP) for 2014-2016 was approved by President Benigno C. 
S. Aquino III on October 28, 2014. The IPP lists the priority activities for investments which can qualify 
for incentives from the ARMM government. The IPP shall correspond to the Regional Development Plan 
of ARMM in accordance with the 2011-2016 Philippine Development Plan. The identified priority 
economic activities shall be the basis for the granting of incentives by RBOI to qualified investors in the 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŀǊŀƳŜǘŜǊǎΥ όмύ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ƴŜǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ 
added, (2) job generation, (3) multiplier effect and (4) measured capacity.  Though the 2014 IPP to 
include the ARMM List is a rolling three-year plan to ensure continuity, consistency and predictability 
however, it is subject to annual review over the three-year period. 

 
II.c.2. The ARMM IPP lists the following as priority activities: export; agriculture, agribusiness or 
aquaculture fishery; basic industries; consumer manufactures; infrastructure and services; industrial 
service facilities; engineering industries; logistics; BIMP-EAGA (Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-
Philippines East Association of Southeast Asian Nations Growth Area) trade and investment enterprises; 
tourism; health, education, services and facilities; and halal  Industry. 

 
II.c.3. RBOI is also an active member of the Philippine Investment Promotion Plan (PIPP) Team.  Through 
the PIPP, the agency is able to work with the Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority (SBMA), Philippine 
Economic Zone Authority (PEZA), Clark Development Export Zone (CDC) and other Investment 
Promotion Agencies (IPAs) in the country. This will enable the region to widen its investment reach both 
domestic and foreign, broadened its network and linkages of investors, partner agencies and 
institutions. The PIPP is the blueprint for all IPAs to synchronize strategies in investment promotion. 
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II.c.4. Twelve (12) inter-agecy/industey linkages and investment related activities were 
conducted/participated by RBOI. The following activities were conducted, assisted or participated by 
RBOI to strengthen investments promotion and linkages: 
  

1. Conducted the 2015 Investments Priorities Plan (IPP) Consultation and Roadshow on June 16, 
2015, Jehan Hall, Alnor Complex, Cotabato City; 
 

2. Conducted a round table discussion and investment coaching for ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !waaΩǎ  ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ 
investors, UNIFRUTTI, Inc.  on February 18, 2015 in Davao City; 

 
3. Formed the Promotion of Investments Sustainability Organization (PISO) during  an 

Organizational Meeting on May 12, 2015 at Jehan Hall, Al-Nor Complex, Cotabato City; 
 

4. Facilitated the participation of ARMM investor, John Perrine, the CEO and Chairman of Unifrutti 
Group Philippines as member of the official delegation of the State Visit of President Benigno 
άbƻȅbƻȅέ !ǉǳƛƴƻ LLL ǘƻ WŀǇŀƴ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ н-5, 2015; 

5. Assisted in the 9
th

National Palm oil Congress held on August 19-20, 2015 at KCC Convention 
Center in General Santos City. RBOI led in the evenǘΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΤ 
 

6. Conducted the 2015 ARMM Investment Priorities Plan (IPP) Consultation and Roadshow  Island 
Cluster, September  16, 2015,   Jehan Hall, Al Nor Convention Center, Cotabato City; 

 
7. Organized the Halal Business Forum, December 4, 2015, Estosan Garden Hotel, Cotabato City in 

partnership with the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF-ARMM) and Muslim 
Mindanao Halal Certification Board Inc. (MMHCBI);  

 
8. ARMM through RBOI represented by its Chairman and Managing Head, Atty. Ishak V. Mastura 

participated in the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), High  Level Dialogue on Inclusive 
Business on November 12, 2015 in Manila. This is the first time that ARMM has been included in 
a high level APEC-sanctioned activity. 

 
9. Facilitated the attendance of Unifruitti Company represented by its President and CEO, John 

Perrine and party to ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŀǎ ōŀǎŜƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !waa 
government in setting standards for investments. The presentation was made during the 
Economic  Cluster Special Meeting on September  8, 2015 at the RPDO Office, Cotabato City. 
RBOI is head of the ARMM Cabinet-Economic Growth and Linkage Cluster. 
 

10. Attendance to a JICA sponsored seminar in Industry Development on Rubber, Cacao, Palm Oil, 
Coffee and Abaca for investment promotion on January 19-22, 215 in Davao City.  

 
11. Attendance to series of meetings and activities called by the Regional Economic Zone Authority 

(REZA). RBOI is a member of the REZA Board of Directors. 
 

12. Attendance to the regular meeting of the Philippine Investment Promotion Plan (PIPP) Team 
composed of Investments Promotion Agencies (IPAs) such as RBOI. 
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II. d.  TOP 10 MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2015 
 

1. Registered the biggest total investment ever in the history of ARMM  amounting to Php6.5 
billion.  RBOI has surpassed its target of Php 700 million with a remarkable 939% and is up by 
70% as compared to previous year which is Php 3.867 billion. Also exceeded job generation 
target of 700 to about 699% or 4,894 jobs, higher by 43% as compared to last year which is 
3,433; 
 

2. Reached 100%  of agency target which is to register 8 investment projects for this year; 
 

3. For the last three (3) years, the agency has been consistent in generating investments at Php1.0 
billion per year. Since 2013, the agency has achieved total investments value of Php 11.908  
billion; 

 
4. RBOI is the first and only agency in the ARMM that received an  ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀǎ άOutstanding Partner 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ  from the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP)  
ƛƴ мн ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ contribution in providing comprehensive and relevant reports to BSP 
on time; 

 
5. Formation of the PISO or Promotion of Investments Sustainability Organization as an advisory 

body or policy advocacy group in the ARMM; 
 

6. RBOI is also an active member of the Philippine Investment Promotion Plan (PIPP) Team and is 
regularly participating in the PIPP meetings and activities; 

 
7. RBOI heads  the ARMM Cabinet- Economic Growth and Linkage Cluster. This year, the cluster 

had two regular meetings and one special meeting; 
 

8. Conducted άCorum on the  Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL): Original draft vs. SǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ōƛƭƭέ ƻƴ  ƛǘǎ 
impact on doing business on June 16, 2015 at AlNor Complex, Cotabato City; 

 
9. Assisted the members of the Promotion of Investments Sustainability Organization (PISO)  

formulate resolutions that will help improve business related policies in the ARMM towards 
transition to the Bangsamoro; and 

 
10. Entered strategic engagements with Polloc Freeport Management for granting of fiscal 

incentives to their locators and facilitated Polloc Freeport Memorandum of Agreement with the   
Bureau of Customs (BOC). 
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III.THE REPORT: PHYSICAL ACCOMPLISHMENT 
 

III. a. INVESTMENT GENERATION ACTIVITIES 
 
III. a.1.  2015 APPROVED REGISTRED FIRMS  
 

 1.Tawi-Tawian Petroleum Trading Corporation is into importation and distribution of petroleum  
    products. The company operates at Barangay Garing Baunoh, Panglima Sugala, Tawi-Tawi  
    where 3 oil tank depots are currently being constructed with a capacity of 7.6 million litres per  
    annum. The P121 million petroleum project is projected to generate 56 jobs. 

 
2. Chan C Mining Incorporated is a new mining operator in the Province of Tawi-Tawi. It has 

                    invested P742 million  for  a mining and quarrying of nickel ore project  in Barangays  
     Karaha and Dungon, Panglima, Sugala, Tawi-¢ŀǿƛΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ capacity is      
     expected to produce 1,000,000 wet metric tons of nickel ore per year and to create 497 jobs.  
     The extracted nickel ore are exported to China.   
 
3. Lamsan Power Corporation based in Crossing Simuay, Sultan Kudarat, Maguindanao 

                   expanded their existing power plant with an addition of  5.5 megawatts capacity worth  
    Php687 million. The said renewable energy project will employ additional 60 workers. 

 
4.  DS3 Fuel Tanking and Services Inc. is engage into providing storage facilities, marketing and 
     distribution of petroleum products. The company will mainly be involved in the construction  
     and operation of oil depots worth Php252 million with total capacity of 23 million litres per  
     annum at Polloc Free Port, Parang, Maguindanao. The project will create 45 jobs. 
 

               5. Al-Sahar Agri Ventures Inc., is investing in Php 3.7 biilion cavendish banana plantations in the  
                   Province of Maguindanao with  total land area of 2,600 hectares spread in the Municipalities  
                   of Talayan Buldon, Barira, and Mangudadatu. The project is expected to create 3,900 jobs for  
                   the local folks in Maguindanao once the project will start its full operations. 
  
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Farmers and land 

owners in Talayan 

Municipality working 

at their farms. This  is 

part of AL Sahar Agri 

Venture Incôs  first 50 

hectares banana  

plantation expansion 

project in 

Maguindanao 
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6.  Maguindanao Enegry Farms Inc. based  at Lamsan Industrial Complex , Crossing  Simuay 
     Sultan Kudarat, Maguindanao invested Php400 million for a 474 hectare-napier grass 
     plantation. The napier plantation with production capacity of 256,133 metric tons per annum 
     will be used to supply the fuel need of Lamsan Power Plant also located in Simuay Sultan  
     Kudarat. The project will create 60 jobs upon full operations. 
 
7. Matling Industrial and Commercial Corporation (MICC) invested Php194 million to set-up a  
    new cassava starch milling plant ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ expansion and modernization  
    project in Malabang, Lanao del Sur. The new plant is expected to yield approximately 13,216  
    metric tons or 260,000 bags annually and will employ 176 workers.  
 
8. Southsea Industrial Energy Corporation is investing in a Php 471 million mini oil refinery and  
    depot project  in Brgy. Tubig Indangan, Simunul, Tawi-Tawi. The company is expected to  
    create 100 job opportunities upon its full operations. 
 

(Table 4.) Summary List of Firms approved by RBOI for registration in 2015 

Name of Firm Business Address  Project Activity Project Cost Employment 
Generation 

1.Tawi-Tawian 
Petroleum 
Trading Corp.  

Brgy. Garing Baunoh, 
Panglima Sugala, Tawi-Tawi 

Importation and 
Distribution of 
Petroleum Product 

Php121 M 56 

2.Chan C Mining, 
Incorporated 

Brgys. Karaha and Dungon, 
PanglimaSugala, Tawi-Tawi 

Mining and 
Quarrying of 
Nickel Ore 

Php742 M 497 
 

3. Lamsan Power 
Corporation 

Simuay Sultan Kudarat, 
Maguindanao 

Power plant Php687M 60 

4. DS3 Fuel 
Tanking and 
Services Inc. 

Polloc, Parang, Maguindanao Construction of Oil 
Depot 

Php252M 45 

5. Al-Sahar Agri 
Ventures Inc. 

Mangudadatu, Talayan, 
Guindulungan, Barira, Buldon 

Cavendish Banana 
plantation 

Php3.712B 3,900 

6. Maguindanao 
Energy  Farms 
Inc.  

Simuay Sultan Kudarat, 
Maguindanao 

Biomass 
Renewable Energy 

Php 400M 60 

7. Matling 
Industrial and 
Commercial Corp. 

Malabang, Lanao del Sur 
Cassava 
Processing 

Php 194M 176 

8. Southsea 
Industrial Energy 
Corporation        

Brgy. Tubig Indangan, 
Simunul, Tawi-Tawi 

Oil refinery Php 471 M 100 

  TOTAL  Php 6.579 B 4,894 
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(Graph 1) Total Investments 
From CY 2012 to 2015 

 

 
 

(Graph 2) Total Jobs Created 
From CY 2012 to 2015 
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III.a.2. 2016 INVESTMENTS IN THE PIPELINE 
 
The companies listed below have submitted their application for RBOI registration. The documents are 
ƴƻǿ ǳƴŘŜǊƎƻƛƴƎ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΦ  ! Wƻƛƴǘ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
ManCom Meeting is set anytime in 2016 for the final review of the applications for RBOI registration and 
have these readied  for decision whether to approve or deny by the Board.  
 

(Table 5.) 2016 INVESTMENTS IN THE PIPELINE 
Name of Firm Business Address  Project Activity Estimate 

Project Cost 

Estimate 
Employment  

1. Gintong-Agri 
Corporation 

DOS, Maguindanao Oil Palm 
plantations    
(5,000 Has.) 

Php1.3 B 1,000 

2.Polloc Millenium 
Development 
Corporation 
(PMDC 

Polloc Port, Parang, 
Maguindanao 

Petroleum Depot Php 97 M 42 

 
III. a.3. INVESTMENT LEADS 

(Table 6.) 2016 INVESTMENT LEADS 
Name of Firm Proposed Project  Location 

1. Mactan Rock Industry Bulk Water Treatment  and 
Supply 

Sultan Kudarat, Maguindanao 

2. Reducts Corporation Solid Waste Management Polloc, Parang, Maguindanao 

 
The potential inventors in  above list have signified their interest to invest in ARMM.  At present, they 
are still on the process of gathering information, doing research, logistics and other preparations in 
relation to their business plans in the region. 
 
III. b. TECHNICAL SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
RBOI provided various services to the following companies that were interested to invest in the region 
or apply for RBOI registration: 
 

1 . Assisted  the  Eric Lee Group Company by conducting a round table discussion and  
                   investments coaching relative to their plans of setting-up a manufacturing business on  

    electronic motors to be located at Polloc Port, Parang, Maguindanao; 
 

 2. Provided technical support to Gintong-Agri Corporation through the ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ Legal Officer 
            Atty. Cheryl Tan, concerning RBOI  registration requirements and processes with regards to  
            their oil palm plantation project in Datu Odin Sinsuat  Municipality, Maguindanao.        
            The companyΩǎ application for RBOI registration is now being assessed by the agency. 
 

3. Provided advice to PTC Arrastre and Estevedoring Services Corporation based in Parang,  
    Maguindanao regarding the procedures on applying for RBOI registration.  
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4. Facilitated technical assistance and investments coaching to Polloc  Millenium Development  

                  Corporation (PMDC) in a meeting at the RBOI Office, Cotabato City on June 10, 2015 regarding  
                  their  plan to put up a Petroleum Depot at Polloc Port, Parang, Maguindanao. 

 
5. Reviewed the project proposal of the Local Government of  Lamitan City to set-up a 4MW  
     diesel power plant to address their energy problems in their area. RBOI suggested to    LGU- 
     Lamitan City through  Vice Mayor, Roderick  Furigay that the LGU should enter into  private- 
     public sector partnership agreement so they can qualify for RBOI registration. 
 
6. Provided advice to Mactan Rock Industry based in Cebu City with regards to  
     their plan of setting up a Bulk Water Treatment in Sultan Kudarat, Maguindanao  and  
     that they  plan to register their project with RBOI. 
 
7. Provided technical assistance to Reducts Corporation regarding  their plan to  set-up a  
     solid waste management project in  Polloc Port, Parang, Maguindanao. 

 
III. c. MONITORING OF REGISTERED FIRMS    
 

 
 

 
This 2015, the agency has monitored 26 firms per quarter or total monitoring activities of 104 
for the whole year. This is ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊƳǎΩ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ 
conditions of its registration and policies promulgated by the Board.  The monitoring of 
registered firms was done quarterly through actual visits, telephone calls, text messages and 
emails by the monitoring team. 
 
 
 

Agumil Plant Manager, Phil Roy 

Malana (center) discussed 

updates on their companyôs 

operationsô with RBOI staffs, 

Engr. Jun Macalawan and 

Shamera A. Abobakar during the 

RBOI monitoring visit on May 6, 

2015at Agumil Philippines Office 

in Buluan, Maguindanao.  
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III.d. INCENTIVES DISPENSATION 
 
Thirteen (13) incentives/services were dispensed to three (3) RBOI registered firms this 2015.These 
incentives are in the forms of Income tax holidays,   equipment importation, genetic materials 
importation and issuance of certificate of good standing. 
 

Table 7. List of incentives/services provided to RBOI registered firms in 2015 

Incentives Dispensed/Services RBOI Registered Firm 

1. Importation of Genetic Materials re: 
cavendish banana seedlings (approved 
2 requests) 

Al Sahar Agri Ventures Inc. 

2. Importation  Capital Equipment               
(approved 8 requests for different  
types of equipment/facilities ) 

Al Sahar Agri Ventures Inc. 

3. Entitlement for one (1) year extension 
for the  availment of Income Tax 
Holidays  

Agumil Philippines Inc. 

4. Entitlement for the  availment of 
Income Tax Holidays 

Delinanas Development Corporation 

5. Issued Certificate of Good Standing Agumil Philippines Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RBOI staff during a monitoring 

visit at Matling Industrial and 

Commercial Corporation 

(MICC) on May 7, 2015 in 

Malabang, Lanaodel Sur. 

Senior officials of the company 

showing a diorama (model) of 

its cassava starch processing 

plant site development plan 

which the company will register 

to RBOI after completing all the 

documentary requirements  
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III.e. INVESTMENT PROMOTION ACTIVITIES  
 
III e.1. Investments Priorities Plan (IPP) Consultation and Roadshow on June 16, 2015, Jehan Hall,  
             Alnor Complex, Cotabato City.  
 
The IPP consultation and roadshow was aimed at informing the public on the salient features of the 
2014-2016 IPP and its implementing guidelines, specifically on the investment opportunities for 
potential and existing investors in the ARMM. This also served as venue for the attendees to participate 
in the review of the current IPP for updating if necessary. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ particularly on investment matters.  
 

iii.e.2. CEO Dialogue and Investment Meeting  
 

 
RBOI organized a round table discussion and investment coaching 
for UNIFRUTTI, Inc.  on February 18, 2015 in Davao City regarding their proposed banana plantation 
project in Maguindanao through  their affiliate company Al-Sahar Agri-Ventures Inc.  The office 
extended consultation services to the company with regards to their application for RBOI registration.  

RBOI Chairman, Atty.Ishak V. 

Mastura (2
nd

 left)  during a 

round table meeting with the 

executives and senior officers of  

the  Unifrutti Group of 

Companies led by its Chairman 

and CEO, John Perrine (1
st
 left)   

on January 29, 2015 in Davao 

City. The meeting was 

organized to discuss about the 

companyôs cavendish banana 

plantation investment project in 

Maguindanao. 
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III.e.3. Promotion of Investments 
Sustainability Organization (PISO): 
A partner towards Generating  
Investments in ARMM  
 
Investors in the ARMM can help 
increase investments in the region. 
Their experiences and best practices as 
successful investors can be used as 
genuine evidence that there is an 
opportunity to develop and grow 
business in the region.  For this reason, 
RBOI has formed its registered 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ άŀŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ ōƻŘȅέ ƻr 
άǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ƎǊƻǳǇέ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
Promotion of Investments 
Sustainability Organization (PISO).  
The PISO composed of prominent investors will provide advice to the ARMM/ Regional Government 
(Bangsamoro) through RBOI on business policy matters. They can also be tapped as investment 
promoters or champions of ARMM.  
 
 

The Promotion of Investments Sustainability Organization (PISO) Organizational Meeting and 
Forum was conducted on May 12, 2015 at Jehan Hall, Al-Nor Complex, Cotabato City.   
 
 
Lawyer Ishak Mastura, RBOI chairman and 
managing head, presided over the initial PISO 
meeting.  Aside from being one of the PISO 
conveners, the RBOI will also act as its 
secretariat.  Presiding duties during meetings 
will be rotated among the conveners.   
 
!ƭƭ w.hL ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŦƛǊƳǎΩ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ 
who were present during the said meeting 
were supportive of organizing the PISO. These 
firms were the Unifrutti Group Philippines, 
Lamsan Corp., La Frutera, Inc., Power Up 
Ventures Inc., ARDEXCOR, Matling Corp., 
Philippine Trade Center Inc., ABSCOR, 
AMARDI, Bangsamoro Oil & Fuel  Corp., 
Maguindanao Halal Food Center and Al-Nor Group of Companies. Representatives of the ARMM Special 
Economic Zone and Free Port of Polloc and FASTRACT were also present in the meeting. 
 
 

Representatives of RBOI registered firms discussing 

on the future of investments in the region in the 

advent of the proposed Bangsamoro government. 

A group photo with the representatives of RBOI registered firms during 

the Promotion of Investments Sustainability Organization (PISO) - 

Organizational Meeting on May 12, 2015 in Cotabato City.  



2015 ANNUAL ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORT RBOI 
 

13  

Regional Board of Investments-ARMM 

 

LLLΦ ŜΦпΦ   ф
ǘƘ

  bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀƭƳ hƛƭ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ 

w.hL ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ф
ǘƘ

bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
tŀƭƳ ƻƛƭ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мф-нлΣ нлмр ŀǘ Y// /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ŀƴǘƻǎ /ƛǘȅΦ 
w.hL ǎǘŀŦŦǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƛƭ ǇŀƭƳ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 
ƻǊ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ Ƴƛƴƛ ǇŀƭƳ ƻƛƭ ǊŜŦƛƴŜǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ aŀƎǳƛƴŘŀƴŀƻ ǘƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ w.hL ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΩ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 

 
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ w.hL ǎǘŀŦŦǎ ƎŀǾŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƴǇǳǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘŜŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪ ǿƘƻ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǾŀƭƛŘŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǇŀƭƳ ƻƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ aŀƎǳƛƴŘŀƴŀƻΦ RBOI is a member of 
the Philippine Palm oil Development Council, Inc. (PPDCI) Board of Directors represented by 
RBOI Research Division Chief, Larzon G. Santos.   This is to support the growth of the industry in 
the country especially in the ARMM region.  
 
III.e. 5. Investments Priorities Plan (IPP) Consultation and Roadshow  
          ςBasilan/Island Province Cluster 
 
RBOI organized the 2015 ARMM Investment Priorities Plan (IPP) Consultation and Roadshow  
Island Cluster at /ƻǿƭŜȅΩǎ tƭŀŎŜ Lamitan City, Basilan on Augsut 27, 2015. It was attended by 
over 60 participants from different sectors in Basilan and some businessmen from Sulu 
 
During the IPP roadshow, energy came out as top investment opportunity in Basilan. The 
province needs about 8.8 megawatts daily of power, but the available supply is only 7.4 causing 
every day rotational brownouts throughout Basilan. The province has a daily power deficit of 
1.4 megawatts. 
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Lawyer, Atty. Ishak V. Mastura, Chairman of 
RBOI said that the power issue has to be dealt 
first by the local authorities since it is a 
necessity for daily life, only then that other 
aspects of socio-economic development will 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
among local stakeholders. The local 
governments of Basilan with the help of 
government agencies and the private sector 
should push for independent power providers 
to solve the power deficiency in the 
ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣέ aŀǎǘǳǊŀ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Lamitan City, Vice Mayor Roderick H. Furigay said that his local government has proposed to set 
up a 4MG Diesel Power Plant to supplement the increasing energy demand of the city.  

According to Philippine Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (PCCI-ARMM) Regional Governor, 
WŀƴƧǳ wƛǾŜǊŀΣ άǇǊƻŎŜǎǎing plants for rubber and 
coconut as well as canning plants to support its 
rich fishing resources are wanted investments 
ƛƴ .ŀǎƛƭŀƴΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ 9ŎƻȊƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
being considered to strengthen business ties 
between Malaysia and Philippines, to benefit 
in particular, the island provinces of ARMM.  

Similar to the problem of Basilan, Sulu 
businessmen also voiced out that also their 
main problems are power (energy), 
transportation (limited airplane flights) and 
telecommunication accessibility (internet and 
tele/cellphone). Atty. Mastura advised the Sulu businessmen to prepare and submit a position 
paper/resolution and furnished a copy to RBOI so the agency can endorse this to concerned 
agencies for appropriate action. 

 

RBOI Chairman/Managing Head  Atty. Ishak V. 

Mastura (2
nd

 left) with DTI-ARMM  Secretary 

Sakiran A. Hajan (3
rd
 left), RBOI Board of Governors, 

Muctar Muarip (1
st
 left), Salip Aloy (center) and 

Sukarno Baraguir (3
rd
 right)  and Lamitan City Vice 

Mayor Roderick Furigay (2
nd

 right)  pose for a photo 

before the IPP consultation started  
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III.e.6. Forum on the Economic Impact of the BBL:  Original Draft vs. Substitute Bills                 
September  16, 2015,   Jehan Hall, Al Nor Convention Center, Cotabato City 

The original draft  ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άBangsamoro Basic 
Law ό..[ύέ is the one drafted by the 
Bangsamoro Transition Commission (BTC) 
that was legally reviewed and agreed upon 
by the Office of the President and submitted 
to Congress for legislation.  The substitute 
bills refers to House Bill 5811 and Senate Bill 
2894 for the so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά.ŀǎƛŎ [ŀǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Bangsamoro Autonomous wŜƎƛƻƴέ ƻǊ .[.!w 
that is supposed to replace Republic Act No. 
9054 or the expanded ARMM Organic Act, as 
ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 
!ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴƎǎŀƳƻǊƻέ (CAB)  
between the Philippine government and the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front or MILF last 
year.   

 

RBOI being at the forefront in the economic 
development of ARMM find it necessary to 
help inform its clients, the business community 
in particular, the ARMM agencies and other 
concerned institutions on the updates and 
significant changes in the original draft of the 
BBL, now being replaced by the substitute bill, 
for them to be aware and understand the 
economic impact of  this law if approved in the 
two Houses of Congress.  
 
 
 
During the forum, RBOI Chairman, Atty. Ishak V. Mastura explained on the present situation and the 
possible effects of the substitute law (BLBAR) to ARMM investments. Atty. Maria JT Asis of the 
Bangsamoro Transition Commission (BTC), the main speaker of the forum presented thoroughly on the 
significant features and differences between the original BBL draft and the substitute bill. Based on the 
presentations of Atty. JT Asis, the substitute bill has substantially reduced the powers of the present 
ARMM regional government which according to her, as almost equivalent to a local government unit 
and may have a negative implication to the socio-economic growth of the region. Further, Atty. Asis, 
urged everyone concerned to help lobby for the approval of the original BBL in congress and senate to 
comply with the GRP and MILF peace (CAB) agreement. 
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III.e.7.  Attendance to APEC High Level Dialogue on Inclusive Business, November 12, 2015,  
              Manila 

The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC), a forum for 21 Pacific Rim 
member economies that promotes free 
trade throughout the Asia-Pacific region 
had its APEC High Level Dialogue on 
Inclusive Business on November 12, 
2015 in Manila with the theme 
ά.ǳƛƭding Inclusive Economies, Building 
ŀ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘέ. 
The Department of Trade and Industry ς 
Board of Investments describes the 
άƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƳƻŘŜƭέ ŀǎ ŀ 
commercially viable and innovative 
private sector approach that provides ς 
either at scale or scalable ς goods, 
services, or livelihood opportunities for 

ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ  
 
Accordingly, for the APEC countries, which have the shared goal of inclusive growth, promoting 
ŀ ƴŜǿ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ άƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƳƻŘŜƭέ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭȅ 
benefits the poor, while contributing to a company's growth and profitability, is more 
important than ever. 
 
!ǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ 
through the inclusive business model, the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) 
has been included among the delegates with lawyer Ishak Mastura, ARMM Regional Board of 
Investment (RBOI) chairman and managing head, representing the region at the APEC high level 
dialogue.  This is the first time that the ARMM has been included in a high level APEC-
sanctioned activity.  
 
aŀǎǘǳǊŀ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !waaΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊŜǎǘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ 
with some of the poorest provinces in the country, the Philippines cannot truly say that there is 
inclusive growth.  But lately things have been on the mend for the ARMM and inclusive growth 
for the whole country is now becoming a reality.  A case in point is that this year alone ARMM 
investments have reached Php 6.5-Billion following strong investment growth of Php 3.8-Billion 
in 2014 and Php 1.4-.ƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ нлмоΦέ 
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III.e.8. Halal Business Forum December 4, 2015 at Estosan Garden Hotel, Cotabato City 
 
RBOI in coordination with the Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries (DAFςARMM) and 
Muslim Mindanao  Halal Certification Board 
LƴŎΦ όaaI/.Lύ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άIŀƭŀƭ 
.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ CƻǊǳƳέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊǳƳ ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ 
by RBOI registered firms, SMEs and potential 
investors who may invest in Halal related 
projects. RBOI Chairman, Atty. Ishak V.  
Mastura presented on Halal Investment 
Opportunities and Incentives with Emphasis 
on Islamic Banking and Finance. The forum 
was aimed at stirring public awareness and 
appreciation on Halal compliance and 
promotes the Halal industry as an 
investment opportunity of which RBOI can 
provide incentives under the 2014-2016 ARMM Investments Priorities Plan (IPP). 

 
III.F.  STRENGTHENING RBOI CAPACITIES  
 

a. RBOI conducted its Performance Review, Assessment and Evaluation (PRAE) on April 14, 2015 
at Golden Lace, Cotabato CityΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ 
by assessing if the office was able to accomplish its deliverables in 2014 and 1st quarter of 2015, 
determine performance gaps and identify required interventions and collaborative strategies 
that will lead to the successful implementation of RBOI projects and activities as well as avoid 
recurrence of lapses in the future. Dir. Nestor Alcansalin of BOI Manila was guest during the said 
PRAE. Dir. Alcansalin presented to the RBOI management and staffs  the new policies on 
investment registration and dispensation in the country. Atty. Ishak V. Mastura, Chairman of 
RBOI emphasized on the ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 2015 targets. 
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The agency also organized its Year-end PRAE on December 21, 2015 ŀǘ ¢ŀǘƛΩǎ wŜǎǘƻΣ /ƻǘŀōŀǘƻ /ƛǘȅ to 
evaluate the 2015 overall performance and to plan strategic activities to achieve targets for 2016. The 
PRAE also served as the year-end party of the staffs and officials exchanging gifts for each other, ending 
the year positively and start the year 2016 in the right tract. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

b. Shamera A. Abobakar, Senior Investment Specialist of RBOI-ARMM (2nd right/1st row) 
represented the Philippines in the JICA-Strengthening Business Development Service (BDS) for 
Industrial Promotion Training from January 26-February 20, 2015 at JICA, Chubu International 
Training Center in Nagoya City, Japan.  Ms. Abobakar shared her learning to RBOI staffs and to 
PhilJAFA members to further improve the BDS support system of the ARMM government to 
SMEs and large investors. In her training report, she suggested that ARMM should set-up Local 
Economic and Development and Investments Promotions Offices (LEDIPOs) to be managed by 
each of the five (5) provincial governments in ARMM to serve as BDS provider. On the other 
hand, the economic cluster lead by RBOI together with concerned government agencies will 
provide BDS support as facilitators to the LEDIPOs. The LEDIPOS will serve as mechanisms to 
provide BDS services/support to SMEs and large investors in the provinces. The LEDIPOs will 
offer one-stop-services, consultancy, promotion activities and many others which are expected 
to have a positive effect to the overall image of the region as future best investment destination 
in the country. 


